The role of cardioversion therapy in patients with implanted cardioverter defibrillators.
Stable ventricular tachycardias can be treated with pacing or electrical countershock. Use of pacing includes several advantages, but it is not always effective; when pacing is not effective, shocks can be used for cardioversion of the arrhythmia. Use of such shocks includes advantages and disadvantages, but generally they are well tolerated and form an important part of the treatment of patients with sustained ventricular arrhythmias.